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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under
any of the following provisions:

[  ]   Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

[  ]   Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act(17CFR240.14a-12)

[  ]   Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act(17CFR240.14d-2(b))

[  ]   Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act(17CFR240.13e-4(c))
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Items to be Included in this Report

Item 8.01.    Other Events

Western Union Financial Services, Inc., a subsidiary of First Data (NYSE: FDC), was advised on March 16, 2004, by the United States
Department of Justice (DOJ) that the DOJ had closed its civil investigation of Western Union's contracting practices in the money transfer
service industry because the facts did not support a claim that Western Union's contracting practices have had an anticompetitive effect on
markets for money transfer or emergency bill payment services in the United States. Thirteen states also participated in the investigation. To date
ten of the thirteen states have closed their investigations. Western Union expects to hear from the remaining three states concerning the status of
their investigations in the near future.

Signature(s)

Pursuant to the Requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this Report to be signed on its behalf by the
Undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

First Data Corporation

Date: March 17, 2005. By: /s/    Stanley J. Andersen

Stanley J. Andersen
Assistant Secretary
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