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Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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Item 8.01.  Other Events.

On October 24, 2008 Valley National Bancorp ( Valley ) was advised by the U.S. Department of Treasury (the Department ) that Valley s
application under the Department s TARP Capital Purchase Program (the Program ) was approved. Valley had filed an application with the
Department under the Program for the sale by Valley and purchase by the Department of $330 million of Valley s senior preferred stock.

A copy of Valley s press release announcing its approval under the Program is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d) Exhibit

No. Description

99 Press Release of Valley National Bancorp, dated October 24, 2008.
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SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

Dated: October 27, 2008 VALLEY NATIONAL BANCORP

By: /s/ Alan D. Eskow
Alan D. Eskow

Executive Vice President and
Chief Financial Officer

(Principal Financial Officer)
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EXHIBIT INDEX

No. Description

99 Press Release of Valley National Bancorp, dated October 24, 2008.



